The wonder of changing seasons

There are certain things that are unique to the change of the seasons and what a wonderful time of the year it is.  In the karoo the change of seasons really appeals to your different senses.

The smell of a winter kitchen changing to the smell of a summer kitchen and the smell of the fresh cool morning air draws one from your bed to partake in the activities and excitement of the day.  Seems as if the changing seasons also brings changes to other terrains – I was even entrusted for first time ever to prune my wife, Marisca’s, roses.

Birds have new collars and sing “new” sweet songs.  During the last few week we welcomed our first pair of greater scimitar bills in Mieliefontein’s garden as these birds return to the central Karoo after the winter cold of the Karoo.  The Hippos have also caught onto the more “favourable” day temperatures and longer days and now only start grazing later in the evenings.  All the above is testimony that the summer is fast approaching in the Karoo and that “life returns” to the Karoo after the extreme winter cold.

Many of you might have seen a few weeks ago how Passella introduced the lovely Karoo town of Hanover to SA.  From a marketing perspective this program has contributed greatly to the sudden influx of visitors and has given rise to an increase in bookings made for accommodation.

Our occupancy rate of our 20 rooms available in the 3 different guesthouses on the Karoo Gariep Conservancy is fast climbing and guests are encouraged to make reservations early in order to avoid disappointment.  We also encourage our guests upon leaving to make any suggestions on how we could further improve our facilities to make their stay even more memorable.  Through constantly improving our services and facilities, many a guest return time after time to enjoy true Karoo hospitality and share in the treasures that the Karoo has on offer. 

On a somewhat sad note, we recently lost our first hippo calf to be born since the Hippos were re-introduced.  This calve would have been the first Hippo calf to be born in the Karoo in 230 years and we were all excitedly looking forward to the biggest day in the history of the Conservancy.  Experts comment that the cow needed to be on her own of up to two weeks while calving, but as Hippos are very social animals and due to the fact that there is only one cow, isolation from the group was not possible.  We are currently actively looking for two more cows, in the hope to address the “shortcomings” in the group and hopefully to then have the first hippo calf born in the Karoo in 230 years.

Reservations for December is coming in fast and it looks as if this will once again be a very good season.  Any guest that have not yet made their reservation are encouraged to do so soon in order to avoid disappointment.

Come and share in our experience – We look forward to welcoming you.

